NUTHURST PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of Nuthurst Parish Council 

Held on Wednesday 6th October 2004 

at St Andrews School Nuthurst.

Present:
Mr D.V.L. England (Chairman)
Mrs V.M. Court 



Mr D.H. Bateman


Mrs T.E.J. Fry




Mr B.Parkes


 
Mrs A. Gaffney



Mr D.W. Toye



Mrs J. McClean.

Also in attendance 3 members of the public and Ms Claire Leech from the West Sussex County Times.

1/10/04 Apologies for absence were received from Ms M.H. Rose, Mr R.H. Walter, 

Mr R.R. Webber and Mr J.S. Cox (District Councillor).

2/10/04 Declarations of Interest.

Mr D.W. Toye declared an interest in 13/10/04 (iii)Lower Pond Farm,

Monks Gate.

Mrs J. McClean declared an interest in the amended plans DC/04/1281 

Dry Buildings, Sedgwick.

3/10/04 Police Liaison – Visit to Parish Council Meeting.

Our new Police Community Support Officer Sue Poynter, explained that she was based at Horsham and would be providing cover for the Riverside area of Horsham town as well as the Parishes of Nuthurst and Lower Beeding.  Her role would be to be a visible presence on the street, to gather intelligence and to be someone who people could approach - she would be dealing with problems such as anti-social behaviour, vandalism and under-age drinking.  She explained that while she did not have as many powers as a police officer (she had no power of arrest) she was in radio contact with police officers who could attend an incident immediately if necessary. Officer Poynter reported to Sergeant Nick Handley and would be visiting each village area approximately once per week, depending upon the priorities in other problem areas.

Parishioners in Mannings Heath had commented that they found the new police presence reassuring.  Officer Poynter hoped to meet the local neighbourhood watch co-ordinators shortly.

4/10/04 Approval of Minutes  - The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held

on 1st September 2004 were approved as a correct record and signed by the

Chairman.  
5/10/04 Fingerpost at the Junction of Golding Lane and Hammerpond Road.


Arising on minute 4/9/04 – West Sussex Highways still had yet to add the new 

signs or to reply to previous requests for these signs to be put in place. 

6/10/04 Road Repairs at Rock Bridge.

Arising on minute 5/9/04 – The road at Rock Bridge on the Copsale Road was still awaiting repair.  West Sussex Highways had filled in some of the holes in the road and had painted white lines around areas needing repair.

RESOLVED The Clerk to raise this matter again with West Sussex Highways.

7/10/04 New Notice Board in Mannings Heath Village.
Arising on minute 7/9/04 – Mrs Court asked that the words “Nuthurst Parish Council” be added at the top of the new notice board in Mannings Heath and to the notice board outside St. Andrews School.

8/10/04 Insurance for Mannings Heath Millennium Group Events.

Arising on minute 10/9/04 – It was noted that the Millennium Group Halloween event had been cancelled because the Village Hall was not large enough for the numbers expected to attend. It was not known if Mr Walter had spoken to Mr Wills concerning the Millennium Group insurance. 

9/10/04 Insurance of Parish Street Lights.

Arising on minute 11/9/04 –The Clerk reported that Allianz Cornhill had quoted a figure of £26.79 extra per annum to increase the insurance on the 15 column street lights by £138.37 each – to cover the extra cost should any of the street lights be knocked down.

RESOLVED The insurance of the street lights to be discussed at the November

 budget meeting. 

10/10/04 Trees on Mannings Heath Village Green.
Arising on minute 12/9/04 - Storrington Sawmills had yet to carry out the work to remove the ivy from the trees at the Greens Lane end of Mannings Heath Village Green.
11/10/04 Correspondence– the Clerk reported the receipt of the following items

 of correspondence:-
i. Horsham District Council

(a)
Making Scrutiny and Overview Work.

(b) Draft Licensing Policy.

(c) Leaflet Proposals for the Subsidised Taxi Scheme.

(d) Life is for Living Exhibition – Wednesday 27th October,

 The Drill Hall, Denne Road, Horsham.

(e) Horsham District Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership Meeting – Thursday 14th October Billingshurst Village Hall 7.00 p.m.

(f)
State of the District Debate – Tuesday 19th October 7-9 p.m.
ii. West Sussex County Council

(a)
Highways – Nuthurst Parish Roads.

(b) Highway Maintenance.

(c) Mannings Heath – Church Road, Highway Drainage Works.

(d) Open Access Land Seminar.

(e) Community and Stakeholder Involvement in Minerals Planning.

(f) Local Transport Plan for West Sussex – Annual Progress Report – Summary.

(g) Changes to Mental Health Services for Working Age People in Horsham and Chanctonbury.

iii. Rt. Hon. Francis Maude M.P.

Acknowledgement of Highways Letter.

iv.       West Sussex Sustainability Forum. 

Consultation on New Strategy 2004-2010.

v.         Office of the Deputy Prime Minister.

Consultations on a Draft Code of Conduct for Parish Clerks and a Review of Restrictions on the Political Activities of Parish Clerks.

vi.
Nuthurst Cricket Club.

New Scheme for Erecting Nets on the Golding Lane Edge of Mannings Heath Village Green.



vii.
Defra.


Clean Neighbourhoods.

                        viii.
Sussex Associations of Local Councils.

New Councillors Course 29th to 31st October.

                        ix.        Horsham And District Citizens Advice Bureau.
Offer to address the Parish Council re Services available.

                        x.        NHS – Mental Health Commissioning Team.

Consultation on Mental Health Services for Adults of Working Age.

xi. Sussex Lowland Search and Rescue.

Penny Appeal.

Both the Clerk and the Chairman had read the Horsham District Council Draft Licensing Policy and had found that it was too complicated and needed bullet points to clarify the main issues.  Mrs Court was to meet Petra Gallagher from Environmental Health at Horsham District Council to discuss the new Licensing Policy.

RESOLVED The Chairman to attend the West Sussex County Council Open Access


 Land Seminar on Thursday 14th October.

                       The Clerk to write to Nuthurst Cricket Club to give permission for the 

            new scheme for erecting cricket nets to take place on the Golding Lane 

                       edge of Mannings Heath Village Green, providing that there were no

                       post holders projecting from the ground to form trip hazards.

           Mrs Fry, as well as Mrs Gaffney and Mr Webber were to attend the

           New Councillors Course run by the Sussex Associations of Local 

           Councils from the 29th to 31st October.


The Clerk to invite the new Bureau Manager of the Horsham and

                       District Citizens Advice Bureau to speak to a future meeting of the

                       Parish Council.
12/10/04    District Councillors Report.

(The Clerk read out Mr Cox’s report in his absence)

Mr Cox had noted from the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting that  concerns had been raised about the speed of traffic on the A281 in Monks Gate, near to the bus stop.  He had already written to Tex Pemberton the cabinet member for Highways at West Sussex County Council about speeding traffic on the A281 in Lower Beeding and had had to wait a long time for what he believed was an unsatisfactory reply.  He believed speeding on our roads was a very serious issue and would be taking this up with our prospective County Councillor – Brad Watson.  Mr Cox added that if the Parish Council had any further concerns about the use of our roads that they should not hesitate to contact him.

Mr Cox had spoken on behalf of the Parish at the Public Inquiry into the Tyre Store at the Elite Garage in Mannings Heath – this application had now been approved.  Asking for the refusal of the application was always going to be an uphill task as the planning committee had voted for refusal against the planning officers advice.

13/10/04 Planning Matters

i.
New applications


DC/04/1972  Rear Extension.





     1 Jordan Cottages, Church Road, Mannings Heath. 


       DC/04/1993   Erection of a Single Storey Timber Framed Glazed

     Conservatory.

     13 Woodlands Walk, Mannings Heath.


       DC/04/2116   Extensions/Alterations to Provide Accommodation

     for Dependant Relative.







     The Orchard, Park Lane, Maplehurst.


Amended Plans DC/04/1281 Dry Buildings, Lower Sedgwick, Sedgwick Park.

Mrs McClean left the room during discussions on DC/04/1281.

RESOLVED To raise no objections to the above planning applications.

ii. Decisions of Development Control Committee (North)

APPROVED
DC/04/0526
Partial Demolition of Existing Dwelling and Erection


of One Dwelling (Plot 1).


Oak Trees, Golding Lane, Mannings Heath.

DC/04/0527
Partial Demolition of Existing Dwelling and Erection


of One Dwelling (Plot 2).


Oak Trees, Golding Lane, Mannings Heath.

DC/04/1463
Erection of Building Comprising 6 Stables, 2 Tack


Rooms, Store and Storage Area for Hay, Straw and


Machinery.


Sheepwash Farm, Copsale Road, Maplehurst.

DC/04/1567
Replacement of Damaged or Failed Roof Timbers and


Associated Repairs (Listed Building Consent).


Yew Cottage, Park Lane, Maplehurst.

REFUSED

            DC/04/1612
2 Storey Rear Extension, Detached Double Garage and


Tile Hanging to Existing House.


Old Police House, Brighton Road, Mannings Heath.

iii. Lower Pond Farm, Monks Gate.

The Clerk advised the meeting that Madeleine Hartley from the Planning Enforcement Section of Horsham District Council had visited Lower Pond Farm and had informed the owner Mr Simpson that he could only use the land for motorised sports on 14 occasions each year without applying for additional days.

iv. The minutes of the planning meeting held on 15th
            September 2004 were approved as a correct record.

v. Planning Appeal By Elite Garages, Brighton Road, 

            Mannings Heath.


                        The appeal for a Tyre Store had been allowed and planning permission

                        had been granted.

14/10/04 Local Association and Other Bodies – Reports.

The Clerk had attended the Community Transport Solutions Event run by Horsham District Council on Saturday 2nd October at which representatives from several community groups had addressed the delegates about transport schemes that were already in place within our district.  Clare Ebelewicz from Horsham District Council also addressed the meeting concerning the proposed taxi voucher scheme that was due to start in Mannings Heath in 

mid-November.

           Mrs Court and our District Councillor Mr Cox had spoken on behalf of the   

           Parish at the Public Inquiry into the Planning Appeal by Elite Garages, to build

           a Tyre Store on their site at Brighton Road, Mannings Heath.

RESOLVED To thank Mrs Court for the time she had spent on this matter.

           School Governors’ Report.

           Building work on the new school extension was still on time and it was hoped 

           that work would finish by mid-December.
15/10/04 Finance




   
   

   Net
       VAT    Totals









      £
           £          £


August Payments


SEE Board plc Street lighting maintenance

  55.22       9.66      64.88


SEE Board plc Street lighting energy


  44.50       2.23      46.73



(VAT 5% on energy)


Horsham District Council Dog Bin Clearance
   20.80
       20.80

Mrs T. Rowe  -Salary




 327.30
     327.30

Accounts paid by Direct Debit

 
SEE Board plc Street lighting maintenance

  55.22       9.66      64.88


SEE Board plc Street lighting energy


  44.50       2.23      46.73



(VAT 5% on energy)


Accounts paid by Standing Order

Horsham District Council Dog Bin Clearance
   20.80
       20.80

Mrs T. Rowe  -Salary




 336.27
     336.27

Accounts paid between meetings

British Telecom – Telephone Bill


   41.50      7.26      48.76

Accounts paid at this meeting

Mrs T. Rowe – Travel




   22.77                         

  Postage



     4.57



 Internet Access (2 months)                   29.98



 Planning Meeting 15th Sept.

   23.28                     80.60 






1026.71    31.04   1057.75 

RESOLVED That the above accounts be passed for payment.

16/10/04 Highway Matters.

The three potholes between Monks Gate and Nuthurst, which had already been reported to West Sussex Highways, had still not been repaired.

A resident of Sedgwick Lane had raised the problem of stones and rocks being placed on grass verges causing a hazard to vehicles.  The Clerk informed the meeting that if this were to be reported to West Sussex Highways and they decided to take action (as one metre back from the edge of the highway came under their jurisdiction) then all such “hazards” could be removed within our Parish.  The meeting agreed to monitor the situation before taking further action.

RESOLVED The Clerk to add an item on “obstacles on grass verges” to the next 

Parish news for The Link.

The disappearance of two of the “Sedgwick” signs was reported, as was the parking of cars at the junction of Sedgwick Lane and the A281 Brighton Road– this would be looked at by our new Police Community Support Officer.

17/10/04 Parking of Vehicles on the Green at Maplehurst.

Members of the Parish Council had kept a note of occasions on which cars were parked on this grass area in Maplehurst.  There had only been a few times when this had occurred and the meeting agreed that it was better that cars were parked on the grass than that they block the highway.  

The situation would be reviewed in 6 months time.

RESOLVED The Clerk to write to the resident who had raised this matter to inform

 them of the situation and to suggest that any further problems be referred to 

Horsham District Council as the owners of the land.

18/10/04 The Display of Byelaws on Mannings Heath Village Green.

Mrs Court and the Clerk had reviewed the Village Green Bye-Laws and the meeting agreed that the Clerk should seek a quote for a new sign to be placed near the Children’s Play Area.

RESOLVED The Clerk to seek quotes for the new Bye-laws sign.

19/10/04  Broadband Access for the Parish Council.

 The provision of broadband access for the Clerk on the Parish Council e-mail

 Address was discussed.

RESOLVED The Clerk to investigate costs of broadband for this matter to be

 discussed at the budget meeting in November.

20/10/04 Repair of Parish Benches and Bus Shelters.

 The Clerk presented two estimates for the repair of benches and bus     shelters in the Parish.

RESOLVED To accept the quote from Anthony and Anthony.
21/10/04 Trees at St. Andrew’s Churchyard, Nuthurst.

A grant to Nuthurst Parochial Church Council to help towards the costs of tree surgery in St. Andrew’s Churchyard was discussed. Mrs Court had received a letter from Revd David Evans detailing the work to be done along with three estimates from the tree surgeons.  

RESOLVED To make a one-off grant to Nuthurst Parochial Church Council of 

£1,000 towards this work.  The Clerk to write to Revd Evans to inform him of 

the Parish Council’s decision. 

22/10/04 Mannings Heath Village Green Committee Meeting.


Mr Bateman asked that a meeting of the Mannings Heath Village Green

Committee be arranged to discuss the recent report on the Children’s Play Area by RoSPA.

RESOLVED The Clerk to liase with Ms M.H. Rose (in her capacity as booking

 secretary for Mannings Heath Village Hall) to arrange a date for the meeting.  

23/10/04 Trees opposite St. Andrew’s School, Nuthurst.

Mr Parkes had approached the owner of the land on which the trees were growing in his capacity as a School Governor, after concerns were raised that the two trees were growing at an angle and could fall onto the school grounds.  Mr Parkes was hoping to speak to West Sussex Highways concerning the trees as they were growing over the Highway and any tree works would involve closing part of the road.  The meeting agreed that the tree works were the responsibility of the landowner and any tree surgery should be discussed between the landowner and West Sussex Highways.

The meeting closed at 9.40 p.m.

8

