NUTHURST PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Nuthurst Parish Council 

Held on Wednesday 7th July 2004 

At St Andrews School, Nuthurst.

Present:
Mr D.V.L. England (Chairman)
Mrs V.M. Court 



Mr D.H. Bateman


Mrs T.E.J. Fry




Mr B. Parkes


 
Mrs J. McClean



Mr D.W. Toye



Mr R.H. Walter.

Also in attendance 7 members of the public.

1/7/04 Apologies for absence were received from Ms M.H. Rose, Mrs A. Gaffney, 

Mr R.R. Webber, Mr J.S. Cox (District Councillor) and Mr G. Wilson

(County Councillor). 

2/7/04 Declarations of Interest – Mrs McClean declared an interest in DC/04/1281 at

Dry Buildings, Sedgwick Park and took no part in discussions on that application.

3/7/04 Horsham District Council Waste Management and Recycling Plan.

Mr Alex Gander Horsham District Council’s Waste Management Officer addressed the meeting on the Consultation Draft Waste Management and Recycling Plan and the Acorn Recycling Scheme.

Mr Gander began by asking the meeting to raise their points of concern so that he could ensure that all those matters were covered.

The following points were raised: -

a) When full, the large “green waste” recycling bins were often too heavy to move.

b) Those who had previously had the large household waste bins had now, with the introduction of the “green waste” bins, had these replaced with the smaller waste bins – why could they not continue with the larger bins?

c) The large number of leaflets that had been delivered to all households were difficult to understand and could have been made simpler.

d) Properties in the south of the district tended to have larger gardens and could compost their own waste and did not need the “green waste” bins.

e) As the Horsham District Council operatives would now not remove extra bags of household waste, there was a need for one-off removals of extra rubbish.

f) The level of service provided had decreased, as extra rubbish was not collected.

Mr Gander answered these points as follows: -

i) The green waste bins were larger but all households had been asked not to overfill them, especially as they were often too heavy for Horsham District Council’s operatives to move.  The green waste was the raw material for a commercial company to make compost from.  Since May 2003 7,000 tons of green waste had been collected producing 22,000 bags of compost.

ii) Before the new scheme approximately 2,000 households had the larger bins – these had made recycling voluntary.  By the introduction of smaller household waste bins people were forced to recycle.  There were dispensations for families of 6 or more people or for those with disabilities to have larger bins.

iii) There was a plan to make future information more targeted – to tailor it so that it was more relevant to each particular household, the information might also be posted. The current new recycling scheme had been introduced with Defra funding which had a strict one-year deadline so the leafleting at the end of the schemes’ introduction had been rushed.

iv) Before the recycling trials started the majority of the waste going to the sites in the south of the district i.e. at Henfield, Steyning, Pulborough and Storrington was green waste – many households, in all parts of the district, had asked for a second “green waste” bin.  This would be considered when the new scheme settled down in approximately one years’ time.

v) The 4 new collection points in the south of the district had been added as a response to the need for collection of one-off amounts of extra rubbish.

vi) The level of service provided costs £40 per year for each household – a quarter of this came from the council tax, the rest was provided by a block grant from central government, who set the quotas for recycling targets.  Landfill tax was rising through the roof and neither incineration or the use of landfill addressed the problem of waste management.  

The Chairman thanked Mr Gander for attending the meeting and for giving such an informative presentation. 

Mr Gander left the meeting at 8.40 p.m.

4/7/04 Approval of Minutes  - The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

2nd June 2004 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
5/7/04 Fingerpost at the Junction of Golding Lane and Hammerpond Road.


Arising on minute 5/6/04 – West Sussex Highways had yet to add the new 

signs (Mr Shaun Hubbard from West Sussex Highways who dealt with the 

new signs was on long term sick leave).

6/7/04 Road Repairs at Rock Bridge.

Arising on minute 6/6/04 – The road at Rock Bridge on the Copsale Road was still awaiting repair and was extremely dangerous.  West Sussex Highways had not yet given a start date for the works but had painted white lines around the areas needing repair.

RESOLVED  The Clerk to write to West Sussex Highways concerning these repairs

 again.

7/7/04 Signs to Slow Traffic at Monks Gate.


 Arising on minute 7/6/04 – West Sussex Highways were to look at possible 

means of signage to slow traffic on the A281 where bus passengers had to

cross, unfortunately Mr Shaun Hubbard from West Sussex Highways who dealt with this was on long term sick leave.

RESOLVED The Clerk to query with West Sussex Highways when these Highways

 matters would be attended to.

8/7/04 New Notice Board in Mannings Heath Village.

 Arising on minute 21/6/04 – The Clerk was awaiting a quote from Anthony & 

Anthony.

9/7/04  Parish Appraisal.


Arising on minute 10/6/04 – The Parish Appraisal group met on 24th June and

were due to meet again on 22nd July.  Mr Iuean Sherwood from Action in 

Rural Sussex had attended the first meeting and had led an excellent 

workshop, he would also attend the next meeting.  Mrs Court added that the

group needed to appoint officers and to be self supporting.

10/7/04 Correspondence– the Clerk reported the receipt of the following items

 of correspondence:-
i. Horsham District Council

(a) Local Development Framework to 2016- Preliminary Consultation: Issues and Options Consultation Document.

(b) Local Performance Plan 2004.

ii. West Sussex County Council

(a)       Media Briefing – A24 Ashington – Southwater Gap Closure 

and Major Junction Improvements.

(b)       Bridleway Additions in Sedgwick Park.

iii.
Horsham District Age Concern.
(a)       3rd Annual General Meeting 21st July 2004.



(b)
Thank you for Parish Council Donation.

iv.       High Weald AONB Unit. 

Management Plan 2004.

v.         Mannings Heath Millennium Group.

Public Liability Insurance.
vi.
Nuthurst Cricket Club.

Copy of Letter sent to Henry Smith and Sons Acting as Agents for Mannings Heath Golf Club.



vii.
St. Andrew’s School Governors.


Thank you for Parish Council Donation.

RESOLVED Mrs Court would review the Horsham District Council Local 

Development Framework and this would be discussed at the Parish Council Planning meeting on the 21st July as comments were required by Horsham District Council by 26th July.

            The Clerk to clarify that a Public Inquiry would be held concerning the three

            proposed new bridleways in Sedgwick Park.

            Mr Walter would speak to Mr Wills concerning the Millennium Group 

            insurance – the Clerk to write to reply to Mr Wills’ letter.

The Clerk to write to Mr Farquhar at Henry Smith & Sons the agents acting for Mannings Heath Golf Club to ask for details of the proposed development at the rear of the Village Green.

11/7/04 PUBLIC FORUM.


Two members of the public from just outside the parish (in the Sedgwick Lane

area) voiced concerns about the proposals to build a new park and ride facility

and Football Stadium at the Hilliers Garden Centre site.  As Hop Oast park 

and ride was only about 60% occupied they questioned the need for further 

facilities of this type.  They asked that the Parish council consider these

developments and pass comments regarding them to Horsham District

Council.  

A resident of Nuthurst Road, Maplehurst raised the matter of parking cars on the grass area at the junction of Copsale Road and the Nuthurst Road.  

He questioned if this area had ever been a village green and stated that he had parked cars on this grass area since he had started driving and had never heard of a complaint until now.
12/7/04 Planning Matters

i.
New applications


DC/04/1057  Renewal of Unimplemented Planning Permission, 


 N/32/99, to Erect a 2-Storey Extension.   




         Hazel Wood, Brighton Road, Mannings Heath. 


                                                                                Mr D. Bateman

                      DC/04/1056 Surgery to 1 Acer and 3 Oak Trees.

        Mannings Heath Village Green, Golding Lane, 


        Mannings Heath. 




                        Parish Council Application


                      DC/04/1117 Two-Storey Side Extension.





        1 Mill Farm Cottages, Hammerpond Road, 





        Mannings Heath.








              Mr D. Bateman



DC/04/1175  First Floor Extension Above Existing Garage 

         and Two-Storey Rear Extension Providing Utility

         Room, 2 Bedrooms and New En-Suite 

         Shower Room.



Mrs V. Court

                                 2 Masons Field, Mannings Heath.



DC/04/1281  Conversion of Barn into Residential Unit with

                                  Provision of 2 Parking Spaces.

                                  Dry Buildings, Lower Sedgwick, Sedgwick Park.







         Mr B. Parkes and Mr D. England



DC/04/1012   Fell 2 Copper Beech Trees and 1 Silver Birch.




           Wildwood, Winterpit Lane, Mannings Heath.










Mrs V. Court



DC/04/1112    Installation of 2,500 Litre Oil Tank and Timber

Frame Garage.

Old Smithy, Pound Lane, Mannings Heath.










Mrs V. Court



DC/04/1294    Listed Building Consent for the Above.



DC/04/1293    Certificate of Lawfulness for Non-compliance of

Agricultural Occupancy Condition 8 on N/41/68.

Jamesland Farm, Copsale Road, Copsale.


          Mr B. Parkes



DC/04/1328     Retention of Existing Horse Walker.





 Furzefield, Broadwater Lane, Copsale.
      


Mr B. Parkes



Amended Plans DC/04/0892 Hardwood Conservatory.





 Ferncroft, Nuthurst Road, Maplehurst.


Mrs J. McClean

Mrs McClean left the room during discussions on DC/04/1281.

RESOLVED  To raise no objections to the above planning applications.

ii. Decisions of Development Control Committee (North)

APPROVED
DC/04/0050
Surgery on One Oak and One Ash Tree.


Rowans, 13 Winterpit Close, Mannings Heath.

DC/04/0420
Fell One Cypress and Surgery on Beech 


and Poplar Trees.


Aberfoyle, 9 the Quarries, Mannings Heath.

DC/04/0625
Construction of a Sand School.


Rossmore, Broadwater Lane, Copsale.

DC/04/0607
Fell Five Trees and Surgery to 63 Trees.


Forest House, 3 Forest Park, Winterpit Lane,


Mannings Heath.

REFUSED

            DC/04/0645
Erection of One House.


Stone Cottage, Winterpit Lane, Mannings Heath.

            DC/04/0586
Conservatory.


Jamesland Farm, Copsale Road, Copsale.

WITHDRAWN

            DC/04/0553
Fell One Sycamore.


Maple Cottage, Park Lane, Maplehurst.

            DC/04/0658
2-Storey Rear and 1st Floor Side Extensions.


2 New Cottages, Copsale Road, Maplehurst.

Planning Appeal Against Horsham District Council’s Decision to Refuse

            N/43/03
Change of Use to Residential Curtilage.


Wayside, Nuthurst Road, Monks Gate.

           The Clerk reported that there would be a South-East Planning seminar run by

           Horsham District Council in the Council Chamber, Park North on Wednesday

21st July at 5.30 p.m. for any member of the Parish Council who wished to attend.

13/7/04 Finance


   
   

   Net
       VAT    Totals









      £
           £          £

Accounts paid by Direct Debit

 
SEE Board plc Street lighting maintenance

  55.22       9.66      64.88


SEE Board plc Street lighting energy


  44.50       2.23      46.73



(VAT 5% on energy)


Accounts paid by Standing Order

Horsham District Council Dog Bin Clearance
   20.80
       20.80

Mrs T. Rowe  -Salary




 327.30
     327.30

Accounts paid between meetings

British Telecom – Telephone Bill


   45.24      7.91      53.15

Accounts paid at this meeting

Horsham District Council – Contribution to 





Transport Scheme
 100.00                  100.00

Copsale Club Room 




 500.00                  500.00

Mrs T. Rowe – Travel




   13.34                         

  Postage



     3.64



 Internet Access


   14.99



 Stationery



   11.87      2.08       45.92






1136.90    21.88   1158.78 

RESOLVED That the above accounts be passed for payment.

The Clerk reported that a quote of £592.00 + Vat to replace the streetlight which had been knocked down in Harriots Close had been received from Seeboard.  As no-one had admitted to causing the damage the Parish Council would have to claim for its replacement through their insurers and pay the £100 excess.

The Clerk presented a copy of the Annual Return for the financial year ending 31st March 2004 to the meeting for approval.

RESOLVED that the Annual Return and Statement of Assurance be signed by the

 Clerk and the Chairman on behalf of the Parish Council.

14/7/04  Highway Matters 

Mrs Court informed the meeting that a County Councillor had written to the West Sussex County Times on 11th June, regarding the grass cutting in the district and had stated that there were less cuts because the Parishes were not paying for them.

The most appropriate method of reporting highway matters to West Sussex County Council was discussed.

RESOLVED The Clerk to write to the Chief Executive of West Sussex County

Council and copy the letter to Francis Maude M.P., to state that the Parish Council appreciates the lack of staffing and budget restrictions but feel that they must stress that the need for the inspection of roads and their repair where necessary is a matter of public safety. 
15/7/04 Trees on Mannings Heath Village Green.
The Clerk reported that Storrington Sawmills had now confirmed that they could obtain £10m public liability insurance to cover the work planned under their quote for £590.  Horsham District Council’s Tree Officer had inspected the trees in question and approval of the planning application was expected shortly.  The Tree Officer had suggested that the Parish Council consider the long-term future of the Acers by the play equipment.

RESOLVED To accept the quote from Storrington Sawmills.

16/7/04 Parking of Vehicles on the Green at Maplehurst.

The Clerk advised that she had spoken to Mr Evan Giles – Horsham District Council’s Park Services Manager and that he had advised that the Parish Council write to the person who is parking the vehicles on this piece of green in the first instance.  As the person concerned was at the meeting and had stated that he no longer had the van which had caused a complaint to be made it was felt that the problem no longer existed.  Horsham District Council could be asked to “grasscrete” the area to the right of the driveway (facing the property), away from the main grass area.  The Parish Council decided to review the matter in 6 months time.

17/7/04 The Display of Byelaws on Mannings Heath Village Green.

Following damage caused to a property and a vehicle by golf balls – discussions took place on the provision of a notice containing all the byelaws that could be displayed at Mannings Heath Village Green. 

RESOLVED The Clerk and Mrs Court to précis the Byelaws with the view to 

ordering a painted sign to be made.

18/7/04 Horsham District Council – Local Development Framework.

RESOLVED This would be discussed at the Parish Council Planning meeting to be

 held on 21st July.

The meeting closed at 10 p.m.
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